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THE SPRING SHOW — A JUDGE’S HINTS

In an attempt to remove the mystique and help you with your exhibits Mr Potts, our regular
Spring Show judge, has set out what the judge is looking for in an exhibit and some tips for
presentation.

He stresses the importance of presentation; if there are several blooms of similar quality the
one that is best presented will win most points. This means...

It is essential the bloom “looks” at you (see figure 1a). It loses points if it looks up or
down (1b or 1¢).

The bloom should reflect the height of the vase; ie. if the vase is 9* high then so
should be the exhibit (see figure 2) If you are using three flowers then they should all
be the same height or drop the outside ones just below the centre flower's petals on
each side (see figure 3).

If using one daffodil you may balance it with two leaves but they must not go above
the bloom; similarly if using three blooms you may use three leaves but no more (see
figure 4).

“Clocking” describes the way a bloom may be twisted or rolled so that the top petal is
at twelve o'clock and the bottom one at six o'clock. This would win points over one
not so displayed.

Petals should be unblemished and flat. Use a soft brush to flatten them; points are
lost if there is any pollen lying in the trumpet as this is a sign of ageing so brush this
out too.

For best clean blooms they shaould be cut in bud just as the colour is showing and
brought into the house for 2 days (this applies to roses, gladioli etc as well). If not
fully open on show day use a hair dryer — gentiy!!

Tulips must not be open ie you should nat be able to see inside the flower.
When arranging exhibits use moss preferably or screwed-up newspaper but not oasis

as most spring flowers have hollow stems and get clogged. A tip is to wrap the moss
around the stem before putting it in the container.

Containers can be anything - lemonade bottles cut off at 9 inches are ideal. Wrap
paper around them or paint them green. For roses etc. you can use sand in the
container.
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