CORBRIDGE GARDEN SOCIETY SUMMER TOUR 

Monday 6th July-Friday 10th July 2020
Bridgwater has an enviable position in the heart of Somerset. Set in an area of stunning natural beauty the

hotel enjoys spectacular views of the sweeping hills of the Quantocks, Mendip Hills and the unique Somerset

Level and Moors. The tidal River Parrett is on the hotel’s doorstep, and the dramatic Somerset coastline is just 10miles away, the coastal path cuts through the town centre

Hotel Details: Mercure Bridgwater Hotel: 56 66 Eastover, Bridgwater TA6 5AR 
The 4-star Mercure Bridgwater Hotel is conveniently set in heart of the historic town, making it easy for guests to get around. The hotel has 119 ensuite bedrooms, all of which are thoughtfully decorated with style and comfort in mind. The hotel is complemented by a Marco Pierre White Steakhouse, where guests can enjoy delicious food which champions the use of seasonal produce. The contemporary Bar is open all day offering everything from coffee to cocktails in a relaxed comfortable setting. The hotel offers a modern fitness gym. Free Wi-fi throughout the hotel.
[image: image1.jpg]


 [image: image2.jpg]



Monday 6th July  Early departure from Corbridge with a comfort stop en route. We break our journey with a visit to the National Trust's Hanbury Hall and Gardens. The original early 18th century gardens were swept away as the fashions changed from the very formal to the natural landscape style.  Today, the original gardens have been carefully restored and are truly spectacular, from the beautifully intricate formal parterre to the fruit garden and grove.  (Free entry to NT members; entrance not included to non-members -  this will incur a cost)

 After our visit we continue our journey for check in and dinner at the hotel.
Tuesday 7th July  Morning visit to Dunster Castle Gardens. The result of 100s of years of planning, building and restoration, a walk around the gardens at Dunster Castle takes you around the world and through four different microclimates.  With far-reaching views across the Bristol Channel, the terrace stems from the Victorian period, with spectacular floral displays and Chusan Palms.  In contrast the River garden is a wild wooded area, home to some rare species, and including a working watermill.    (Free entry to NT members; entrance not included to non-members -  this will incur a cost)

Afternoon Visit to Greencombe Gardens. A woodland garden and organic showpiece of international renown.  Joan Loraine developed a collection of exceptional plants employing methods that she terms ‘intrinsic gardening’.  Building on established organic methods and shunning chemical sprays, she produced all her own compost and spread copious amounts of leaf mould, resulting in fertile soil with a riot of birds and butterflies around.  While most of the plants have been carefully placed in their present positions, the garden gives the impression that it just occurred.  Greencombe is a small garden and an inspiration to many visitors.   All you can see in the garden today is due to dedication and love for this delightful woodland garden. The layout appears natural, but all plants have been deliberately planted in their present position.  
Wednesday 8th July  Morning Visit to Hanham Court Gardens, a deeply romantic, scented garden designed by Julian and Isabel Banneman.  The style is ‘traditional English’ with a lake, fountains, rill, cascade, folly, ruins and temple, some of which are handled in an innovative manner, including a stumpery – similar in style to that which the Bannemans made for Prince Charles at Highgrove.
Afternoon visit to Lady Farm. Featured in many books and magazines, the garden at Lady Farm is a favourite with garden photographers for it’s all year interest.  The ‘prairie’ and ‘steppe’ style planting are a real highlight and not to be missed but there is much more.  A shady hosta walk, with birch and hydrangeas, leads to a lake which has been created from a stream which tumbles into a deep ravine.  This is surrounded by natural planting which blends into a wildflower meadow, designed and created by the owner Judy Pearce over many years. 
Thursday 9th July  Morning visit to The Newt. The work of generations of serious gardeners, the 30-odd acres of formal planting, surrounded by landscaped parklands and woodland, were for 12 years the creative playground of Penelope Hobhouse.  The estate was also where Nori and Sandra Pope developed their ‘colourist’ monochrome borders.  Today the garden is unlike anything any of us has seen before!  The Newt, renamed after the rare great crested newts found here, has been transformed, with a wide range of cultivated areas including a Kitchen Garden, Fragrance Garden, Green house, Colour Gardens, cascades, ponds and lakes and, at the very core, a walled Parabola concealing an apple tree maze.
Afternoon visit to Hestercombe. A unique combination and varied experience of the Georgian Landscape Garden (designed in the 1750 by Coplestone Warre Bampflylde), the Victorian shrubbery, incorporating a 19th century yew tunnel and the Edwardian Formal Gardens, designed by Edwin Lutyens.  The Formal Garden incorporates the Dutch garden and the impressive Orangery, with the path across the terrace overlooking the acclaimed Great Plat, a sunken parterre laid out with geometric borders and resplendent with planting specified by Gertrude Jekyll.

Friday 10th July  Depart hotel and travel home via Trentham Gardens. The contemporary revival of the famous Italian Gardens was led by renowned designer and multi-Chelsea gold-medal winner Tom Stuart-Smith. To the east of the Italian Gardens are the Rivers of Grass and the adjacent Floral Labyrinth. Both these schemes were designed by eminent Dutch plantsman, and Chelsea gold-medal winner, Piet Oudolf.
Price per person-£ 522.00pp based on 30 passengers travelling
Included in your holiday
· 4 Nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at Mercure Bridgwater
· 3 course group dinner with choice of menu & hot and cold buffet style breakfast.
· Return executive coach travel in 40-seater team coach seats around tables.
· Driver Gratuity

· Quotation Price is based on 30 passengers travelling
· Admissions to Greencombe Gardens, Hanham Court Gardens, Lady Farm Gardens, The Newt, Hestercombe Gardens & Trentham Gardens
Not included in your holiday 
· Single Room Supplement- £140.00 per person

· Entrance to Hanbury Hall NT Property 

· Entrance to Dunster NT Property 

· Lunches at own cost at each property
